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Abstract ‘s ic and
Black History Month is an annual observance for the remembrance of significant people an

events in African-American history. It is celebrated in February in the United_States and
Canada. Youth for Human Rights Intcrnational celebrates Black History Monthﬂ in honor_ of
all of those whose courage and determination helped secure the civil rights millions enjoy
today. With many people unaware of their rights, the question arises: who will make sure
human rights are respected? To answer, we can draw inspiration from thc_)se _who made a
difference and helped create the human rights we have today. These humanitarians stO(_)d up
for human rights because they recognized that peace and progress can never be achieved
without them. Each, in a significant way, changed the world. Maya Angelou is such an
inspiration. Her career encompassed a multitude of titles from author, playwright, and poet to
stage and screen performer, director, and human rights activist. She is best-known for her
autobiographies and a genre known as autobiographical fiction, in which she includes aspects
of her personal life in fiction works. Her writings are widely used in schools and universities
around the world.
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Introduction

Angelou is an icon of Black culture and her work viewed as a mainstay of African-American
culture and is often cited for its role in the forward progress of equal rights. Angelou was
born April 4, 1928, in St. Louis, Missouri. She received a scholarship to San Francisco’s
Labor School to study dance and drama and in 1954 she won a role in the opera Porgy and
Bess which toured in some 20 countries. She worked closely with Martha Graham, the
“mother of moder dance,” and Alvin Ailey, an innovative African-American choreographer
and activist whose masterpiece Revelations is considered the most well-known and most-
performed dance performance. Her résumé broadened further still in 1957, with her first
recorded album Calypso Lady. In 1958, Angelou moved to New York where she became an
influential member of the Harlem Writers Guild, the oldest organization of African-American
writers, activists and scholars, and performed in the landmark off-Broadway production
of The Blacks by French playwright Jean Genet. She then moved to Cairo, Egypt as editor
of The Arab Observer, She lived in Ghana during the decolonization period, teaching at the
University of Ghana’s School of Music and Drama, while concurrently working as an editor
for The African Review and writing for The Ghanian Times, During this time abroad, she
studied and read intensively, becoming fluent in Spanish, ltalian, French, Arabic and Fanti. It
was also here that she was introduced to Malcom X. She returned to America in 1964 and
helped him build his new Organization of African American Unity, until he was assassinated
in 1965. Angelou next worked with Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Southern Christian
;'[aeac:ers_hip (’Iu_n:'crclncc,d an African-American civil rights organization centered on King's
ideologies, which played a large role in the Civil Rights move . King® inat:

her birthday in 1968 greatly af?ecled Angelou: His viavement. Ring's sssassination on
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“King continues to have an impact on my life, as he does upon the lives of many people in
the world. A dream — an idea — never dies. It might go in or out of fashion, but it remains. So
his idea of fair play and justice still impacts upon me. He was a friend of mine, I worked with
him... ] am trying to be that fair person, that kind person, that generous, courageous person,
that loving person that Martin Luther King Jr. was and encouraged us to become.”

Angelou was encouraged by friend and writer James Baldwin to write what became her best-
known work, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, published in 1969 and making Angelou
known internationally. Her published fiction, nonfiction and poetry include over 30
bestselling works. She went on to write the script and compose the score for the film Georgia,
the first African-American woman to write a script that was filmed. Georgia was nominated

for the Pulitzer Prize.

" A
DPreett

The list of her accomplishments is extensive and includes television and films-acting parts in
Alex Haley’s Roots in 1977 and John Singleton’s Poetic Justice in 1993. She directed Down
in the Delta in 1996-her first feature film-and in 2008 composed poetry and narrated the
acclaimed documentary The Black Candle. Angelou was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Arts in 2000 and the Lincoln Medal in 2008. She has received three Grammy Awards and
some 50 honorary degrees. In 1993, she read her poem On the Pulse of the Morming at
President Bill Clinton’s inauguration, at his request. This was broadcast internationally and
made her the first poet to present a poem at a presidential inauguration since 1961, when
Robert Frost recited his work at John F. Kennedy’s inauguration.

“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how you made them feel.” — Maya Angelou,

From her outstanding achievements in the arts and considerable contribution to the
advancement of African-Americans, Maya Angelou has touched those that have come to
know her and the inspiring spirit that pervades her creative works.

Issues in African American Literature
Afiican American literature is famous black authors known for many talented writers such as

Toni Morrison, Emest J. Gaines, Alice Walker, Maya Angelou and walker Mosley, and they
are ranked along with the top writers in the United States. Some of the themes and issues
explored in African- American literature are the depiction of experiences of marginalized
women. They also point to the role of African-American women within the larger American

society, culture, racism, slavery; and inequality.

Maya Angelou and Her Works
Maya Angelou was born on April 14, 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri, growing up in rural

Stamps, Arkansas, with her brother, Bailey. She lived with her religious grandmother, who
owned a General Store. Angelou has been an inexhaustible author for decades. She began her
. literary career as a poet, she is well known for her five autobiographical works, which depicts

sequential periods of her life. The life experiences of the richly talented Maya Angelou are
the cornerstone of her stories. Her stories trace the foundations of her identity as a twentieth-

century Black American woman,

Gather Together in My Name
Angelou's second autobiographical novel, Gather Together in My Name (1974) covers the

period immediately after the birth of her son, Guy and depicts her heroic struggle to care for
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him as a single parent. She makes a great deal to falsify the oppressive notion of motherhood
for working- class women. Afler the success of Why The Caged Bird Sings Angelou takes
three-and-a--half years to write Gather Together in My Name. This book deals with her travel
experiences from San Francisco to San Diego to Stamps back to San Francisco to Stockton
and finally to Oakland, all in a brief time-span: An apt title for the book could be "Travel
with Maya". Further, because of her displacement Angelou struggles with feelings of
disappointment, guilt, and anger over the variance between the democratic ideology of
American culture and her reality as an African American. Her illustrations of self, family, and
community displacement thus provide the author the necessary latitude with which to explore
the differences of her condition as well as her emotional reactions to those differences. In her
search to identify her autobiographical self, Angelou is unmistakable, forced to consider the
implication of her racial heritage. Angelou's dual position as a woman and as an African
American ultimately strengthens her development of self. Maya Angelou's writings, like the
individual that she is, are unique, yet they additionally reflect attributes common to African

American autobiographical writings.

» 1.
Setama

‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’

‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’ portrays clearly the helplessness of the author as a
young child. The novel begins with the children Maya and Bailey in a state of helplessness,
sent by the parents all alone in the train to live with their grandmother, Momma. At a very
tender age, when they do not understand racism, discrimination and exploitation, they
experience such evils that existed so strongly in the society they lived. The novel also
portrays the vulnerable state of the black workers, who were exploited in all respects, made to
work like animals and paid poor wages by their masters. In spite of their hard work, they did
not earn enough money to provide good food and shelter for their family. They were treated
worse than animals just because of the color of their skin. This helpless and pathetic
condition of the blacks provided their masters the chance to exploit them to the maximum.
They considered it their fate and willingly allowed themselves to be exploited by their

masters.

The Heart of a Woman
The Heart of a Woman, the author describes her life as an adult, fighting all odds to bring up

her son in the society. Her upliftment in life as a singer, editor and writer and the status she
receives in the society after all her struggles, is brought out in the novel. This novel begins
with the hope of bringing up her son in a respectable manner in the society. He was her only
source of comfort and a ray of hope in life. She was ready to undergo any hardship for the
sake of her son. She was willing to do odd jobs in order to provide a decent life for her son.
All her struggles and tribulations that she faced in her career were acceptable to her in order
to provide a comfortable life for Guy, her son. While singing in the night club about the
freedom of the blacks, she was abused and humiliated by the whites. Though the blacks
suffered extreme humiliation, disgrace and discrimination, they were not allowed to voice out
their sufferings. Maya Angelou always had a love for books right from her childhood. She
experienced a joy and a feeling of freedom when she started focusing towards the art of
writing. This profession proved a solace for her, she was able to explore many thoughts and
ideas through her writings, the ones she could not express verbally. She felt excited to read
out her first one act play, The world of writing helped her to voice out her inner thought that
she had suppressed so far in life. Then she focuses her life towards the world of her writings.
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Maya Angelou sets different positions up to make due in the unforgiving climate 'of
metropolitan life. Maya, both as a mother and a labourer, can't adapt to the troubles of city
life. Her sibling Bailey acts as the hero and the book closes with restoring her blamelessness.
She does a lot to disprove the restrictive view of parenting held by women employees. Gather
Together in My Name took three and a half years to develop following the triumph of Why
the Caged Bird Sings. The author also suffers from sensations of frustration, remorse, and
resentment due to the disparity between the liberal notion of American society and her
existence as an African-American as a result of her relocation (Sari, 2017).

> ¢
Kb A%

Conclusion .
Angelou's depictions of oneself, household, and societal upheaval thus give her the space she

needs to analyse the disparities in her situation, along with her emotional responses to them.
Angelou is unambiguous in her journey for her autobiographical narrative, driven to examine
the implications of her genetic background. She has opened new vistas of dark female
concealment through her personal history. She is known for her series of six personal
volumes zeroing in on her youth and early grown-up encounters. Angelou's dual identity as a
woman and an African American helps her to build her own identity (Mohanlal et al., 2014).
Maya Angelou's compositions, like her, are one-of-a-kind; however, they also share
characteristics with other African American autobiographical works. Humans ought not to be
divided and classed based on their ethnicity or gender because they are all supposed to be
equal. Those that disagree with the situation formed an association to pool their resources and
ideas. Many of them even rise to the top of organisations and organise protests to secure their
privileges. Regrettably, there are still some African-American women who tolerate prejudice

and class distinction.
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Abs‘tract
R K Narayan is one of the celebrated novelists of that era. His novel The Guide won the Sahitya Academy

Award. The main objective of the paper is to discuss about the mixing of Indian and western culture. Indian is a
country where logic and belief sit side by side. The novel may be inspired by an incident in Mysore. Here acute
drought completely dried up Krishna Raja Sagar. Some religious chanting took place for rain. The novelist
combined the enforced sainthood with that incident. The novel has two layer of narrative. The third person
narrative starts with Raju when he came out of jail. The first person narrative is Raju’s recollection of past life to
Velan. The novel The Guide has myth and reality blended in the plot. The life of Raju closely follows the
. concept of Chaturasham. Rosie who is an educated woman still carries some Indian values and Raju’s mother
carries traditional Indian rules, The two place village Mangal and town Malgudi shows two India in a single
globe. While Malgudi is a commercial town with money sharks, Mangal is a place where ever a poor pays
homage to a spiritual man with blind faith. The novelist juxtaposesboth the sides into one pattern to portray real
India in his novel.

Keywords: belief, culture, era, history, juxtapose, land, religious, theme, town, tradition, Indian village, values

R.K Narayan is one of the distinguish writer in history of Indian English novel ever appear. He got the Sahitya
Akademy award for The Guide in 1958. He was alsoawarded by Royal Society of Literature with AC Benson
Medal in 1980 and Padma Bhusan also. The novelist was invited by Rockfeller foundation from USA to visit
Berkley and write a novel. In his book My dateless diary an American journey the novelist praises a smart witty
guide in America. Part of Raju’s character is conceived by the memory of that guide. In his another book My
Days the novelist comments that he was musing about enforced sainthood. The present novel is related to this

thing.

The objective of this paper is to explore the juxtaposition of Indian theme and western theme. India is a land of
belief and logic. Both runs parallel. Sometime belief rulesover logic. The belief represents Indian culture and
"logic represents sophisticated western culture. The novel maybe inspired by an incident in Mysore. Here acute
drought completely dried up Krishna Raja Sagar. Some religious chanting took place for rain. The novelist
combined the enforced sainthood with that incident. The novel has two layer of narrative. The third person
. narrative starts with Raju when he came out of jail. The first person narrativeis Raju’s recollection of past life
to Velan. The novel The Guide has myth and reality blended in the plot. The life of Raju closely follows the *
concept of Chaturasham. In these four stages Rajus Bramhacharya is related to his life at Malgudi station. His
Grahasthya starts with his relationship with Rosie. His Banaprastha starts when he is jailed.. Raju’s ultimate
Sannyas comes when Raju becomes a spiritual leader in Mangal. The character of Rosie is also built in terms of
myth and reality. She ultimatcly becomes an independent woman although she retains many of tradisonal
features of an Indian wife, Similarly Raju shows a transformation which is similar to the story of Ratnakar. Both
the town Mangal and Malgudirepresents the Indianness and Westerness.

The opening scene presents the exposition of the plot, Raju has come out from the jail and he has take shelter in
a lonely place. Ironically Raju is mistaken as a holy man by a villager from Mangal. The man psychologically
associates Raju with this deserted place. The novelist hints that the man Velan becomes excited by the high
position of Raju *sitting crossed legged’ as if it were a throne. A.V. Krishna Rao observes that

“The influence of temple on the demogratic consciousness is so profound and efficacious thatit results in the
ultimate transformation of Raju, It enables the establishment of the identity of the mask and the man™ (170-171)
The surroundings the river, the tree with chattering birds and monkey, an ancient shrine create the conception of
a holy place. Raju’s rambling talk convinces Velan that Raju is a Yogi separated from the domestic life. The
novelist also implies the idea that Indian people like Velan are emotionally attached to their religious and
spiritual values.
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ood’ is alsohinted here. The novelist has also present two contrasting scene 1n the
exposition. After coming out of jail Raju met a barber. This experienced man could easily ?(Ic_nlify Raju as a min
coming out of jail but Velan innocently believedthat lie must be a holy person. Thnug!ll Raju is a fa!sc yogibut he
talks about his earlier life and gives advices to Velan and other people of Mangal, Raju gave a -lngrcal answer to
Velan about his problem but Velan wanted a magical solution from him. That shows tI:u: Indianness in “/e'lan‘
Raju started to talk about his past job as a guide. He has a feature of water Diviner instincL. As a water diviner
can predict the layer of water similarly Raju can predict his tourist. But acc'ording to Velan Raju has a power tha!:
he can predict anything by seeing the face. Raju told about the first meeting between ,[hem‘ He ma_dca rcm:?r

the *The girl shows no gratitude’. But on Velan's part this shows a rlnlrucle. Hc_: thinks that Raju can tell a
problem by just looking at a face. In this novel Raju’s father symbolizes material wealth when his mother
symbolizes spirituality and tradition. Every night his mother told him the story of Devaka. The 1?10Fal of Eh'e stqry
was renunciation and spiritual happiness. Raju’s mother wanted that Raju’s life should follow smxlgr_splr!tuahty
but every night Raju felt asleep before knowing Devaka when he grew up Raju left the path of spirituality and
his mother also left him. The concept of his mother shows the traditional rule of Indian culture follm:ved. by
every mother. Velan's sister also followedthe same theme. Velan brought his sister to Raju because his s:stgr
was not agree to the proposal of marriage. Raju couldn’t give a practical solution to Velan's prgblem but his
answer was metaphorical. The course of a river cannotbe altered. Similarly social rules have their own course
that cannot be altered. Hence Velan’s sister should agree to marry. Probably she realized that she had no power

to alter her destiny.

The theme of “enforced sainth

. The coming of Railways shows that the village i.e rural Malgudi connects to the world. The western culture

entersinto the Indian culture. More over track symbolizes afixed life with the coming of Railways. The ramb[ing
quality of the village will also be lost. The playground was captured by the tracks. It symbolizes that Malgudi
was gradually taking the shape of activity and it wascapturing the lands and fields of cultivation for this purpose.
“ The Railway meant the undoing of Raju and his old mother- a small shop keeper’s son become a Railway
guide who starts living by his wits and runs into Rosie and Marco, two tourists, gets emotionally entangled,
- npeglects his old, honest means of making a living, and brings ruin upon himself as well as a married woman”

(Narasimhaiah 132) )
Raju collected the nuts and bolts and treasured thembeside ancient silk sarees of his mother which never wore.

This is a kind of symbolic pattern of the novel.

Throughout the novel Raju’s mother symbolizes traditional idea. But Raju easily accepted the changing morality
of his time. But in other way this co existence of traditional and modernity symbolizes Indian culture. Indiais a
land where western ideas places side by side with traditional beliefs. Even Raju at the end of the novel accept the
enforced sainthood. Raju called it ‘dangerous state of affair’. He does not have any such mysterious power. He
also realizes that his spiritual power will only make him responsible for many such problems which he may not
solve. But he understand that ‘He must play the role Velan had given him’ because it will provide food without

hard work.

The novelist also presented the faith and loyalty of thepeople of Mangal even in a very poor condition. In
. spiteof their poverty these people are so poor that they cannotspare the peel of a banana as food. Yet this
people bringvarious foods to Raju with a blind faith that he is a hollyman. Thus Mangal becomes a contrast
to Malgudi. Malgudi is a place of money sharks and commercial mind. In contrast Mangal still carries thus
traditional values of Indian culture. Although it has its own ugliness. After the coming of railways Malgudi
" was becoming atown. The change in Raju’s family implies the change inMalgudi. It is a clear hint of entering
the western culture, Raju’s father increased his social status by buying a‘Jutka’ and going to the town every
day. His financialstatus was reflected by his going to ‘bank’. Raju’s fathertoo underwent a change. From his
aggressive spirit hebecame artificial and apologetic. Again Raju’s father wascheated to sale his Jutca. This
nicely calculated transaction by the man only suggests the professionalism in commercial world without
morality.- Again Raju’s father transformed his hut shop into a modern shop of fastfood and cooked food. Raju
observes that the stationmaster was a God to his father. By these changes théwestern culture overshadows
the Indian culture, The reformation invented by Raju as a spiritual guide inMangal through education and
discourse is another hintof western culture. The basic need of Raju was to stay in Mangal and get food
without any labor, He also playedthe role of enforced sainthood for that reason but apartfrom that Raju
made significant changes in the life ofvillage people. Raju himself stopped his schooling to join his father’s
business. But in Mangal he started a nightschool so that the village people might work in day andlearn at
night. Another significant approach of Raju is to muke the people logical and independent in thought. Raju
advised them to ‘recollect and reflect’ their words anduction, In this way Raju helped them to be their
ownguide and teacher. The westernize culture inside Raju guided him to make them logical rather o lead life
withso called Indian values,
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Again “Snake® bars the image of Indian idens. ‘Snake’ in thi:s novel.assumcs difl ferent‘ interpretation at a differer}t
aspects. Firstly, snake is associated with Rosics ubcon§cmus mind. While watching (.he cobra dance RkOSl'e
made a slight movement. Raju instantly realized that Rosie nurturcd a great dancer \_mlh in her l?c?ause Snake is
associated with dance in Indian culture. Secondly, snake is also associated with low identity. Raju’s mother calls
Rosie a snake woman and a dancing woman. In a story of Malgudi Days, the novelist has used a popular _code
word in Tamil, D.G to suggest a Harold. ‘Snake' becomes another symbol of enemy to Macro. He'came's a
stick to ‘manage’ snake. The novelist impliesthat Macro will never tolerate the sub-conscious snake in Rosie.

The reference of *Natyashasthrya® is another instance of Indian culture. ‘Natyashasthrya’ by Bhrat Ml:tnl was 'the
oldest form of visual art in India. At one time dancer werehighly regarded in socicty. But gradually thls‘beaunful
dancing form was abused and degraded. Bharatnatyam became Dasialtyam or sabri. It became plopu!ar in tem?Ie
and temple dancers were called ‘Debdasi’, womandedicated to Gods and Goddess. In south India this profesann
was popularized by ‘Chola Dynasty’. Debdasi was a euphemism for public woman. They were even abused in
British era. That is why Rosie told Raju that they are not considered respectable and civilized.

Apart from this Marco’s advertisement for marriage reflected his reformed mind that shows he is influenced by

western culture. The advertisement itself was a changeof tradition of marriage with in relation. Secondly, Marco

wanted an educated woman with university degree. Thus in really is enlighten mind. Thirdly, he had no

- conservative idea of class or cast which proved that hehad no prejudice about cast system. Marco’s character

combines binary aspects. In spite of his reformedprogressive mind, Marco was possessive and supe'rstitiousabout

. the emancipation of women and their liberty. Thatis why he never respected the talent and also disregarded her
as wife. The novelist implies that westerned and traditional, one replacing the other at a time.

According to Indian tradition water is associated with faith. As a river grows dry faith gradually ‘fades.Croc-odi].e
symbolizes the hypocrisy in Raju. As the dead crocodile emerges from water similarly Rajus hypocrisy is
revealed to Velan. But the temple symbolizes hope and faith.

Rosie left Marco and come to stay with Raju. This is a solid proof of western culture. Indian women are so many
devotees towards her husband that they cannot leave their husband for their personal issue. But Rosie left him to
lead his dancing abilities. On the other side Raju’s mother left the house and his son because he is staying in a
same house with a woman like Rosie who is previously regarded as a ‘serpent woman’. For her she is an
embodiment of ‘Satan’. Transformation of Rosie from a simple house of wife to a famous dancer symbolized by
the change of name. *Nalini’ and ‘Rosie’ both are associated with flowers name but ‘Rosie’ is associated with
‘Rose’ which is westernized but ‘Nalini’ is associated with ‘Lotus’ that symbolizes spirituality. A Lotus is
universal flower and similarly Nalini wants to spread ‘Bharatnatyam’ as a universal dance form. The Lotus
flower is poetic because the flower has a rhythm in the beauty. Dance is also a perfect act of rhythm. The name
is significant is significant in relation to Rosie’s past. A Lotus is born in a muddy area. But it elevates itself from
that mud. Similarly Rosie leaves behind her low life to become a'famous dancer. ‘Raj” is the new title of Raju
after Rosie has become a renouned dancer ‘Nalini’. The name suggests Raju’s royal and luxurious life. That is
. clearly shows that Raju has entered into western life style from his own race. There is an irony with the names of
. Nalini and Raj. While Rosie sublimate herself to a dancer by her heart but Raju is backed by money. The
dancing talent of Rosie is compared by Marco as a dancer of a strget spectacle. He compared a dancer with a
monkey suggesting that dancing is a funny business. It is not intellectual or creative. But Raju. comments that
Bharatnattyam is the highest of entertainment. More over this art is not cheap. The motto of an artist is to elevate
the test of the people. Dancing, through its creative inspiration can give the best to the purpose. “Thus Raju,
Rosie and Marco become the temporal symbol of Indian’s cultural ethos” (Goyal 143). Marco is always busy
with his study of past and Rosie with her own interest,
“While Marco is Cultural historian of the past Rosie is a cultural ambassador of the present and Raju is a cultural
prophet of the future” (Goyall43)
Here Rosie who has a western education and knowledge also shows her Indian thought. Here Rosie expresses
her gratitude to Raju. With Raju’s active help Rosie has béen transformed as Nalini, a famous dancer. In Indian
religious belief it is said that a man need births to attain ‘Moksha’, the redemption. Rosie here comments that she
cannot even pay Raju’s debt even in seven births,

Rosie nourished a deep love and intention for Marco evenafter their separation. Rosie read the newspaper article
where it praises Marco for his achievement. When she left Malgudi she only took Marco’s book. That is a hint
that she still carries the tradition of Indian woman, During the starvation and riot the coming of food towards
Raju has not stopped. It shows the blind worship of God and Swami in Indian culture. As Raju like a Swami
asked a vnllage boy to deliver a message 1o the villagers of Mangal. The message was that unless the villagers
stopped fighting, he would not eat anything. But the boyin fear and panic interpreted that Swami vowed not to
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touch food until the rain came. The whole villagers stopped fight and came to swami. It shows their blind
faith towards a false swami. The American Journalist James J. Malone interviewed him. The interview withRaju
was very casual. He didn't have a blind faith of the Indian people. Rather he was intrigued by the idea that
fasting could bring rain. He asked Raju about his fast, about world peace and asked al last whether Raju had
been a yogi from the beginning of his life. Raju answered it in a diplomatic way ‘yes more or less’,

Raju’s last word addressed to Velan, He says “Velan it is raining in the hills. I can feel it coming up under my
feet, up my legs...." Though the novelist doesn't give any hintto suggest rain, Raju’s observation is less literal
and moremetaphorical. He means to say that as a man of sacrifice he can feel the rain of blessings enveloping his
body and soul, Throughout the novel, Raju has never been interested in anything selfless and charitable, This
kind of account is a direct hint of Indian culture,

R.K Narayan recounts in the carly part of My Days, his grandmother taught him Tamil alphabets and made him
“repeat a few Sanskrit slokas praising Saraswati, the Godess of Learning”(My Days). The very growing up in a
Tamil Bramhin family infused within him Hindu mythological structures. Significantly, Narayan notes that like
education “ religion, was a compulsive force in a family like ours™ (My Days)

The most significant mythical structure associated with the novel is the sinner Ratnakar. The mention of Sita,
Thenver Sarayu and the name Mangala In The Guide, all Evoke a memory of Ramayana in the Indian mind.
Ratnakar keep chanting the name of Rama till he achievedthe sublime state. Raju too, attempts to come to term

with this newfound status. At first he welcomes it as an easy means of getting free supply of food and shelter.
. Gradually he gets accustomed to his new role as a spiritual guide. The real change comes at a moment of erisis
when he finds that he will be forced to keep an expiatory fast for the rain to come. He is genuinely movedby the
simple faith of villagers, particularly Velan who remains his stern disciple even after knowing Raju’s past. The
tale of the naughty God Krishna is also implied.Krishna performs several leelas (feats) and tries the patience of
his bhaktas (disciples). But ultimately he rewards them with a miracle, and a darsan, a revelation ofhis truly
godly self. All of Raju’s earlier apparently immoral actions are reversed by an ultimate moment of revelation of
his godly self. He sacrifices his life for the faith of the villages. Though rains may not come but Raju becomes a
Mahatma. But the novel has a realistic pattern, particularly in the character of Rosie. The myth of Sita and
Savitri is related and inverted in her character. However, in spite of coming out of the marriage and living
adulterously with another man, Rosie does ultimately remain faithful to her husband. When she left Malgudi she
only took the book of Marco. She also performs her version of an agnipariksha( a trial by fire) because she fights
Raju’s case to the bitter end, pawning off her jewelry and her last possessions. But at the end she becomes
independent, leaving behind her the myth of Sita and Savitri.

Conclusion

The novel The Guide instances a unique amalgam of Indian culture and Western culture. Apart from Raju and
Rosie, the village Mangal and city Malgudi are presented in the same pattern. While Malgudi is the outer layer of
westernized India, Mangal is the faithful mythical India with her blind faith and belief in miracle and mystery.
While Malgudi is a commercial town with money sharks, Mangal is a place where ever a poor pays homage to a
spiritual man with blind faith. The novelist juxtaposes both the sides into one pattern to portray real India in his

novel.
. “The novel also presents a conﬂlct between the Eastern and Western Culture and synthesizes the two through
their assimilation which has been symbolized by Rosie s transformation into Nalini. Like Anand, Narayan points
out that one has to go tothe west in order to come back to the East” ( Yadav 28)
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